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RIT has been a part of my life for as 
long as I can remember. When I was 
little, my mom would talk about her 
college years at RIT and the great 
memories she had. When I started my 
college search, there was no doubt I 
was going to apply here too. I visited 
multiple times and knew it was where I 
also wanted to spend my college years. 

My mom started her college career in 
1980 as a Computer Science major 
from Bainbridge, NY, just outside of 
Binghamton. She quickly realized that 
computer science was not what she 
wanted to do, so she switched to 
Packaging Science. At the time, computer science was housed in Lowenthal Hall, which 
is today the business building. One of the pains of being a computer science major was 
finding time to work in the lab. They had to work on mainframes since no one had 
personal computers. Lab time was given based on class ranking so freshmen were given 
the worst times, like 2am.  

She also discussed how different Henrietta was at that time. When she first moved to 
Rochester, Marketplace Mall and Wegmans on Hylan Drive did not exist. It was very 
exciting when the mall was built not too far away and Wegmans became very 
convenient.  

My mom also told me t how much tuition has changed. She has the bill from the 
1981-1982 school year, and tuition was $4,383 and $2,715 for room, board and other 
fees. Then the following year, tuition jumped to $5,064 which was a very large increase. 

My mom graduated in 1984 and came back in 1988 to get her MBA in marketing. A fun 
fact is one of her professors, Dr. Stevenson, I had in the spring for Operations 
Management. She completed her MBA in 1993 and recently, she left Xerox after 30 
years.  

It is very interesting to see that even though the times have changed, people left, new 
buildings were built, the same RIT culture stays the same. My mom and I will always be 
able to discuss our times at RIT.  
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